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newsletter

Students at the Marlowe Fall Fun Day, last year. 

Welcome Fall! 
As summer comes to a close, we are 
excited here at the Office of Special 
Education to welcome the excitement of 
a new school year and the adventures of 
Fall. From Sensory Trick-or-Treat to the 
Transition Fair, we have been busy getting 
things ready for our families. 

Classroom Spotlight 
Ms. Gray's Pre-K class, at Tomahawk 
Intermediate School, has been working 
hard in collaboration with the Humane 
Society. Students were studying how to 
treat things with no voice, and they began 
discussing the treatment of animals. 
Feeling inspired and exploring the 
importance of giving back, students 
decided to begin a fundraiser for the 
Humane Society. Students made posters, 
are donating supplies, and even parents are 
taking students to help feed a kitten or read 
a story to an animal. Ms. Gray's classroom is 
truly an example of the impact teachers and 
students can have on our community. 

Parent 
Engagement 

PARENT RAP SESSION 

In an effort to provide support to families, The 
Parent Engagement Resource Center (PERC) 
hosts a Parent Rap Sessions (virtually) on the 
2nd Tuesday of every month, but dates can vary. 
These sessions allow for parents to ask 
questions, encourage honest discussions, and 
hear from experts concerning student behaviors. 
If you are interested in attending a session reach 
out to the PERC office for a zoom link. 



 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 

Community Spotlight 
The new Inclusive Playground is located 
at Berkeley Heights Elementary School. It 
has two wheelchair platform swings as 
well as an inclusive spinner. These are the 
first in the county and will allow ALL 
students and families to enjoy a special 
time together. The playground will be 
open after school hours for families so 
they can enjoy this after work in the 
evenings. 

Inclusive 
Playground 
Our inclusive playground at Berkeley Heights 
allows children of all ability levels equal access 
to enjoy our outdoor environment safely. We 
are so thankful to have a fully inclusive 
playground for our students." - Melissa Golliday 

Work Exploration 
The Work Exploration Program is in each of our high schools here 
in Berkeley County. The program is focused on providing life skills 
to our students. During the school day, students go into 
businesses in our community to learn about job skills from BCS 
Job specialists. 

Mr. Mutchler, at Spring Mills High School describes his role as a 
job specialist, "Being a job specialist has been such a rewarding 
experience for me. You get to see the students on their first day 
on the job, and then you see their last day and you realize how 
much they have grown within the job. Not only do they have a 
better understanding of working in the world outside high 
school, but their social skills have improved so much. Their 
excitement to be a student in the Berkeley County Schools Work 
Exploration Program is infectious to their peers and to their 
teachers." 



 

   
  

   
  
 

 
   

  
 

 
   

   
   
    

 

 
 

 
 

  

  
  

  
   
    

     
  

     
    

    

   
  

       
  

 
    

    
  

Upcoming Events
Transition Fair

On October 27, 2022 the Berkeley 
County Schools, Office of Special 
Education, will be hosting a Transition 
Fair at Musselman High School from 
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm. 

This is a community event with 
invited agencies, residents, and 
resources for families and students of 
special needs to help prepare them 
for post secondary success. There will 
be 30+ agencies available for families 
to find more information about 
programs such as Parent 
Engagement resources, government 
agencies, post secondary education, 
waiver services/ day programs/ 
supported employment, and 
additional disability resources. 

Sensory Trunk- or- Treat

The Sensory Trunk- or- Treat is an 
event that allows students to 
experience the excitement of 
Halloween, in a sensory-conscious 
way.. This year, the event will be on 
Tuesday October 25th, 2022 from 5:00 
pm- 6:30 pm. The event will be held in 
the parking lot behind the Office of 
Special Education, 401 S Queen Street. 
Families are encouraged to go to the 
bottom entrance of the parking lot 
(Maple Street) and make their up the 
parking lot to exit through the alley on 
the right. Cars will be parked and 
decorated, the fire department will 
bring a fire truck, and the police 
department will be present with a 
police car. Last year this event was 
able to serve over 50 children, if you 
are interested in attending please 
RSVP. 

https://forms.office.com/r/PQUcwzYtfV


  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

Assistive Technology
What is AT? 
Assistive Technology increases, maintains or 
improves the functional capabilities of a 
student. AT could be as common as using a 
highlighter to help track the lines as the 
student reads, or as individualized as a system 
that communicates words based on eye 
movement. Here in BCS we have an AT Team 
that meets to discuss how to best support 
students through the use of Assistive 
Technology. If you have a suggestion for the 
AT team, please contact the Assistive 
Technology Coordinator, Hartley Lushbaugh 
(hartley.lushbaugh@k12.wv.us). 

Background content on websites, such as ads, can 
be distracting for students. Try removing 
background content from a website into an 
informational text format. 
Changing spoken text to the voice of "Alex" adds a 
breath between words and acknowledges 
punctation. 
If you have a student that can become over 
stimulated, try changing the color filter to grayscale. 

AAC with SLPWritten by Laura Kaiser 

Some students use AAC to communicate and participate in classroom 
activities. AAC stands for Augmentative and Alternative Communication. This 
can include no-tech or low-tech options, such as writing, gestures, and 
picture exchange, as well as high-tech options, such as using an app on a 
tablet to communicate. Some students use communication switches, as well 
as switch-activated toys. 

Augmentative communication does not look the same for all students. It is 
individualized and can change as students grow and gain new skills. Many 
students use Total Communication, which means they use various forms of 
communication when interacting with others. For example, students may 
vocalize, verbalize, use sign language, and use a speech generating device. 

Regardless of how a student communicates, it is important to provide the 
support they need to have a voice and the opportunity to communicate with 
peers and teachers, as well as their families. Speech-language pathologists 
work with teachers, families, and other service providers to help students 
achieve their communication goals and reach their full potential. 

a student using AT in Mrs. Kaiser's class 

Accessibility 
Tips for iPad 

a student using AT in Mrs. Kaiser's class 

https://live.myvrspot.com/iframe?v=fNjVkODAwOWUxYzVhN2ZmNWU5YTQ1NmQ3ZTM1YTBlMWM
https://live.myvrspot.com/iframe?v=fNjVkODAwOWUxYzVhN2ZmNWU5YTQ1NmQ3ZTM1YTBlMWM
https://live.myvrspot.com/iframe?v=fYTRiMzU0MTk4NzkzZGQwMWYxNzM1NTc1NGJkNjg5NGE
https://live.myvrspot.com/iframe?v=fMzliZjc0MDZjYWEyMjJlM2ExYTAzOTZhMmIzYWI5YmQ
mailto:hartley.lushbaugh@k12.wv.us



